
 

 

13-506. Liability of a dog owner. 

An owner of a dog is liable for damages proximately caused by the dog if the owner 
knew, or should have known, that the dog was vicious or had a tendency or natural 
inclination to be vicious. 

[The owner of such a dog is not liable to the person injured, if the injured person had 
knowledge of the propensities of the dog and wantonly excited it or voluntarily and 
unnecessarily got in the way of the dog.] 

USE NOTES 

This instruction should be used when the issue and the evidence is that of damages 
from attack or bite by a dog. 

[As amended by Supreme Court Order No. S-1-RCR-2025-00126, effective for all cases 
pending or filed on or after December 31, 2025.] 
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